
 

 
 

 
April 22, 2020 

 
Update from Dr. Derek Arrowood, Superintendent, Hamilton Heights School Corporation 

 
 

This past week has been filled with a flurry of emails, virtual meetings, video chats, and 

phone calls as we continue to push our boundaries in delivering on our mission as the 

school year draws to a close. We are delivering! I continue to be in awe of our educators, 

administrators, staff, and colleagues at Heights and around the county. Their undaunted 

efforts to go above and beyond to help students stay the course and finish successfully is 

nothing short of heroic. This is public education in one of its finest moments.  

Governor Holcomb had it right when he said, “Students are the future of our state and 

teachers are the heart of our schools. While COVID-19 is impacting every classroom, our 

teachers, administrators, school board members and school staff are going to extraordinary 

levels to deliver quality learning to students all across our state, even while school buildings 

are closed.” We couldn’t agree more. While the initial decision to close school buildings was 

not an easy one, it was the right one.  

We’ve had some inquiries about what the start of the next school year may look like. We are 

optimistic that we will be starting a new school year very much like we have in the past. Our 

new building configuration goes into effect at the elementary and middle school levels. We 

have been able to make more progress at the high school than anticipated while contractors 

are following the Governor’s guidelines for social distancing. However, despite this 

progress, construction will not be finished before the 2020-21 school year begins. Our plan 

to conduct high school classes at the current middle school for the 2020 fall semester 

remains in place.  

I want to point out that the work of Hamilton Heights Youth Assistance Program never stops 

and is ongoing whether our buildings are open or closed. It is there to deliver a lifeline of 

services during times of need for therapy, utility assistance, and food resources to name 

just a few. Huskies have support and a solid resource thanks to Mary Ann Haymaker, Youth 

Assistance Early Intervention Advocate, and a tight network of compassionate partners 

throughout the community. If you need help, reach out. Remember, we’re in this together. 

Please complete your 2020 Census. The count this year is more important than ever. It is 

essential to how we will rebuild and how much of the desperately needed annual federal 

funding is allocated in our community. This includes programs and services such as Title I, 

II, III, and IV Grant Funding, Special Education Grant Funding, Head Start, After-School 

Programs, and National School Lunch Program (including free and reduced-price school 

lunches) among others that are critical for schools, students, and younger children. 

Today is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. I encourage you to join in the ongoing effort to 

take more meaningful action to support an improved environment every day. Protecting the 

planet begins and ends with each and every one of us.  

Thank you for working together and all the extra effort extended for the benefit of our 

students, especially for the Class of 2020. #WeAreHuskies 


